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Used  Internally  and  Externally 


f In  India 

They  Know  the  Value 
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I OSHKOSH  WILL  RANK 
SECOND  IN  STATE. 

CIRCULATION  OF  LIBRARY  WILL 
BE  80.000  VOLUMES  A YEAR 

— - OsVH*aV\ 

i Average  Number  of  Books  Circu- 
lated in  October  275,  as  Against 
190  in  September—Library  Com- 
mittee to  Repor*  on  Purchase  of 
Books  and  Opening  of  Library  on 
Holidays— Resolution  of  Thanks 
to  Donor  of  Busts 


An  important  meeting  of  the  board 
of  directors  of  the  Oshkosh  public  li- 
brary was  held  Monday  evening  in  the 
library  building.  Nine  directors  were 
present,  as  follows:  President  C.  D. 

Cleveland,  R.  H.  Halsey,  Colonel  John 
Hicks,  Thomas  Daly,  Charles  W.  Rad- 
ford, Charles  Barber,  H.  A.  Simonds, 
J.  Howard  Jenkins,  Mrs.  R.  H.  Ed- 
wards. This  was  the  full  membership 
of  the  board  lacking  one,  William 
DIchmann  being  absent. 

, The  usual  grist  of  bills  was  allowed, 
including  one  of  $1,389.72  to  A.  C.  Me- 
Clurg  & Co.  of  Chicago  for  books  pur- 
chased under  the  recent  appropriation 
from  the  city.  The  number  of  volumes 
purchased  was  about  1,300.  The  library 
committee  is  preparing  a supplemen- 
tary list  of  volumes  to  be  purchased 
with  the  remaining  $1,100  of  the  ap- 
propriation of  $2,500.  The  committee 
will  have  the  list  ready  in  a week’s 
time,  when  a special  meeting  of  the 
board  will  be  called  to  consider  the  list 
and  place  the  order  for  the  volumes. 

A small  appropriation  was  made  for 
binding  books  in  the  library  that  need 
attention.  This  wearing  out  of  bind- 
ings is  a constant  item  of  expense, 
but  the  board  considers  it  wise  to  have 
the  volumes  re-bound,  as  30  or  40  cents 
makes  each  as  good  as  new  after  the 
original  covers  have  been  worn  out  by 
constant  usage. 

At  the  special  meeting  next  week 
the  library  committee,  consisting  of  R 
H.  Halsey,  Colonel  John  Hicks  and 
Charles  Barber,  to  which  was  referred 
the  matter  of  holidays,  will  report.  It 
is  the  intention  to  close  the  library  on 
important  holidays  such  as  thp  Fourth 
of  July,  Christmas,  Thanksgiving  and, 
others,  but  on  less  important  holidays 
such  as  Labor  day, election  day,  Wash- 
ington’s birthday,  etc.,  the  institution 
will  probably  be  open  to  patronage. 
The  committee  will  look  over  the  cal- 
endar and  decide  upon  the  holidays 
when  the  library  will  be  closed  for 
the  benefit  of  its  employes.  It  was 
also  left  with  this  committee  to  ascer- 
tain the  propriety  of  opening  the  li- 
brary reading  room  to  the  public  Sun- 
day afternoons  and  it  i3  quite  certain 
the  board  will  decide  on  the  Sunday 
afternoon  opening, following  the  report 
of  the  committee.  About  the  only 
question  to  be  settled  is  restricting  i 


- — „ J v^ro  no 

cf  the  building  jdur^igr  .he  Sundae 
v>  -mg  ana  an  age  lihv  w.U  probi  Oiv 

;>e  maned  upon  those  patronizing  rh 
reading  room  on  that  occasion. 

LIBRARIAN’S  REPORT. 

The  librarian’s  report  to  the  n<  ~ - 
foi  the  month  was  interesting  ms 
showing  the  great  increase  in  the  ae- 
v mand  for  books.  This  increase  comes 
partly  from  the  increase  in  the  work- 
ing yolumes  at  disposal  in  the  libra- 
ry and  partly  from  the  removal  of  the 
restriction  as  to  the  number  of  m'em- 
benship  tickets  issued  to  families.  All 
adults  and  children  down  to  a certain 
age  are  privileged  to  have  their  own 
individual  tickets  and  draw  books, 
where  heretofore  only  one  member  of 
a family  was  issued  a ticket. 

The  average  number  of  books  issued 
each  day  for  the  twenty-seven  day© 
of  the  month  of  October  to  date  was 
275,  as  against  190  for  the  previous 
month.  On  this  basis,  if  kept  up  for 
twelve  months,  the  library  will  issue  1 
over  80,000  volumes  in  the  next  year.  ! 
This  number  will  place  the  Oshkosh  j 
library  seoond  in  size  of  circulation  to  ! 
Milwaukee.  Madison  only  circulated  j 
72,000  volumes  last  year. 

READING  ROOM. 

The  daily  attendance  in  the  reading 
room  has  been  forty  persons.  The  at- 
tendance will  grow  larger  in  the  next 
month  as  the  rooms  committee  has  or- 
dered several  new  magazines  and  pa- 
pers to  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of 
readers.  Bound  volumes  of  illustrated 
periodicals,  such  as  Harper’s,  will  be 
added  to  the  reading  room  department. 
J.  Howard  Jenkins  has  given  the  li- 
brary two  large  volumes  of  Harper’s 
pictorial  history  of  the  civil  war.  The 
complete  set  of  Harper’s  monthly,  be- 
ginning with  the  year  1850,  is  bound 
and  placed  in  the  library. 

The  question  of  the  expenses  for  the 
, coming  year  was  submitted  by  the 
finance  committee  of  the  board  and  ex- 
amined. The  expense  of  maintenance 
is  somewhat  a matter  of  estimate,  as 
fuel  and  light  are  important  items.  The 
committee  will  go  before  the  finance 
committee  of  the  common  council  and 
ask  in  its  text  budget  that  it  provide 
for  covering  the  expense  of  maintain-  ' 
ing  the  library,  after  $3,000  h£,s  been  j 
deducted  from  the  con^plete  budget. 
This  sum  of  $3,000  is  all  of  the  income  j 
the  library  can  receive  from  its  endow- 
ments. The  library  is  by  no  means 
self-supporting,  members  of  the  board 
state,  for  when  all  expenses  have  been 
paid  there  remains  only  $75,000  invest- 
ed in  city  bonds  at  4 per  cent,  giving 
an  income  of  $3,000  per  annum.  In  ex- 
cess of  this  sum  there  is  some  property 
unsold  that  will  give  tha  library  about 
$10,000,  but  this  sum  whl  pj 
used  in  stocking  +* 
bocks.  The 
hut  - 


i ' and  Homer  and  the  marble  busts 

j -esar  and  Napoleon.  While  their  1 

.i  is  tie  merits  delight  the  eye  and 
?rarify  the  taste  the  suggestions  which 
they  awake  in  history,  poetry,  and 
philosophy  make  them  peculiarly  ap- 
propriate in  this  building.  Those,  with 
the  pictures  before  presented,  will  be 
a constant  reminder  of  the  generous  1 
i donor,'’ 
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NEENAH  LIBRARY 

OFFICIALS  VISIT  OSHKOSH. 
O «*  — — 

Are  Greatly  Pleased  Witli  the  Osh- 
kosh Institution. 

Oshkosh  public  library  was  visited 
Friday  by  the  Neenah  library  officials 
including  Robert  Shiells,  president  of 
the  board,  and  Miss  Lachmann  and 
Miss  Wheeler,  the  Librarians.  The 
party  expressed  great  admiration  of 
the  magnificent  structure  that  the  Osh- 
kosh library  is  housed  in  and  expressed 
the  hope  that  the  time  would  come 
when  wealthy  Neen&h  people  would  do 
as  well  by  the  institution  In  that  city. 
While  not  generally  known  it  is  never- 
theless a fact  that  the  Neenah  library 
is  possessed  of  more  books  than  the 
Oshkosh  library.  Oshkosh  has  but 
! 7,000  volumes  while  Neenah  lays  claim 
to  9,000.  The  Neenah  library  has  been 
i established  nineteen  years,  however, 
and  when  the  Oshkosh  library  is  as  old, 
the  probability  is  that  the  number  of 
I volumes  on  the  shelves  will  number 
| way  up  in  the  thousands.  The  Nee- 
| nah  library  is  open  but  twice  a week 
i and  as  a result  is  handicapped,  but  the 
income  of  $900  a year,  raised  by  taxa- 
tion, is  not  sufficient  to  permit  of  its 
| being  opened  daily.  In  the  last  yearly 
report  issued  July  6,  Robert  Shiells,  t’he 
president,  said: 

“The  library  has  pursued  its  accus- 
tomed steady  course  and  has  little  to 
report  except  the  usual  item*.  Books 
have  been  increased  as  the  means  on 
hand  permitted.  Publications  of  a 
permanent  value  have  been  added  to 
a fair  extent.  What  may  be  called 
current  literature  has  been  carefully 
scanned.  Most  of  the  desirable  and 
popular  works  of  fiction  have  been 
placed  on  the  list.  Others  will  follow 
soon.  The  total  number  of  volumes 
i is  now  8,450,  being  an  increase  during 
| the  year  of  833.  The  monthly  average 
I of  books  issued  is  1,963.  The  largest 
number  drawn  was  in  March,  2,778. 
The  smallest  was  in  July,  1,669  vol- 
umes. The  total  drawn  during  the 
year  was  23,351.  The  call  for  biography, 
travel,  etc.,  was  1,376.  The  largest  in 
the  history  of  the  library.  All  of  the 
above  numbers  are  an  increase  over 
last  year,  showing  that  the  library  is 
not  declining  in  popularity  and  useful- 
ness. When  it  is  remembered  that  in 
1882  a start  was  made  with  less  than 
200  books,  and  that  the  means  at  com- 
! mand  have  always  been  very  limited, 
the  growth  and  prosperity  of  the  insti- 
tution is  decidedly  marked,  and  its 
privileges  to  the  community  have  been 
fully  appreciated. 

“The  directors  remember,  with  some 
pride,  that  Neenah  set  the  example  of 
i a public  library  to  all,  or  nearly  all, 
of  northern  Wisconsin.  The  pattern 
has  been  freely  followed.  All  the  neigh- 
boring towns  are  now  fully  in  the  race. 
While  Neenah  has  grown  and  pros- 
pered, many  of  the  others  are  now  far 


in  advance.  As  regards  building, 
equipment,  conveniences  and  all  that 
go  to  make  up  a well  appointed  libra- 
ry, we  are  sadly  in  the  background. 

“The  shelf  room  is  practically  ex- 
hausted. In  another  year  at  the  most 
it  will  be  impossible  to  find  room  for 
i any  additional  books.  Where  is  the 
| relief  to  come  from?  Can  the  city  hall 
| be  made  to  afford  room  for  expansion? 
The  council  will  please  give  this  some 
careful  attention.  The  lighting  facil- 
ities of  the  library  are  greatly  in  need 
of  improvement.  The  directors  wish  to 
call  special  attention  to  this.  The 
present  defective  system  is  a great 
hindrance  to  the  work  of  the  librarians 
and  can  be  easily  rectified. 

“It  has  been  suggested  by  some 
friends  that  the  facilities  of  the  libra- 
ry should  be  increased  by  permitting 
daily,  or  at  least  more  frequent  access 
to  the  public.  To  do  this  would  re- 
quire a staff  of  full  paid  librarians 
whose  salaries  would  absorb  the  lim- 
ited income,  and  the  buying  of  new 
books  would  have  to  be  discontinued. 
No  complaints  are  heard  from  the  gen- 
eral public  as  regards  the  present  ar- 
rangements, and  the  directors  are  not 
prepared  to  recommend  any  change.” 
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MEMORY  OF  FOUNDERS  OF  INSTI- 
TUTION PERPETUATED  IN 
MARBLE. 


LIBRARY  NOW  POSSESSED 

OF  SIX  BUSTS. 


Unveiling1  Ceremonies  Last  Evening- 
in  Presence  of  Large  Gathering- 
Presentation  of  Busts  in  Behalf 
of  Citizens  and  Acceptance  hy  the 
Library  Board— Col.  John  Hicks 
Tenders  Pleasant  Surprise  by  Giv- 
ing Four  Bronze  and  Marble 
Works  of  Art. 


Wiith  appropriate  ceremony,  made 
more  impressive  by  its  briefness  and 
simplicity,  the  marble  busts  of  the 
founders  of  the  Oshkosh  public  libra- 
ry, the  late  Marshall  Harris  and  the 
late  ex- Senator  Philetus  Sawyer,  were 
unveiled  Tuesday  evening  in  the  pres- 
enc  of  a large  gathering  of  citizens, 
who  filled  the  rotunda  and  adjoining 
rooms  of  the  library  building  to  over- 
flowing and  many  were  obliged  to 
stand  in  the  portico  and  on  the  steps 
outside,  unable  to  gain  admittance. 
The  beautiful  marble  busts  which  rep- 
resented a value  of  about  $1,000,  were 
1 uncovered  to  the  eager  gaze  of  th£ 
public  and  as  the  people  pressed  for- 
! ward  and  viewed  the  counterpart  of 
!'  the  two  men  who  made  the  artistic  li- 
| brary  building  a reality,  they  were  un- 
stinted in  their  praise  of  the  work.  The 
sculptor  succeeded  beyond  expectation 
in  cutting  the  cold,  white  stone  into 
speaking  likenesses  of  the  founders  of 
the  library  and  the  faces  chiseled  in 
the  marble  are  considered  remarkably 
good  representations  of  the  deceased 
citizens.  The  bust  of  Mr.  Sawyer  is 
especially  accurate  in  every  detail  and 
the  members  of  his  family  present  at 
the  exercises  expressed  their  pleasure 
at  the  marked  correctness  of  the  feat- 
urs.  The  bust  of  Mr.  Harris  is  not 
quite  so  true  a likeness  of  the  ,man, 
for  the  reason  that  the  sculptor  had 
nothing  to  copy  from  save  a front 
view  photograph.  The  busts  are  finely 
finished  and  the  pure  whiteness  of  the 
Italian  marble  produces  an  effect  ap- 
proaching transparency.  The  bust  of 
Mr.  Harris  is  in  the  alcove,  directly  to 
the  left  of  the  delivery  desk,  on  enter- 
ing, and  the  one  of  Mr.  Sawyer  is  at 
the  right,  in  the  opposite  alcove. 


Costly  Pieces  of  Statuary  Now  Grace 
Interior  of  Building. 

Those  who  attended  the  exercises 
commemorating  the  unveiling  of  the 
marble  busts  of  Marshall  Harris  and  j 
Philetus  Sawyer  Tuesday  evening  at  \ 
the  Oshkosh  public  library  were  treat- 
ed to  a surprise  in  the  nature  of  the 
presentation  of  four  valuable  pieces 
of  statuary,  given  by  Col.  John  Hicks 
of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  library. 
There  was  no  previous  announcement 
of  these  gifts  of  art,  but  the  busts 
were  placed  in  different  parts  of  the 
building  and  a letter  of  presentation 
was  read  by  the  secretary  of  the  board. 

Two  of  these  grace  the  lobby  of  the 
building.  Both  are  of  bronze,  finished 
in  the  dull  green  effect  of  age.  One 
immediately  at  the  left  of  the  entrance 
to  the  rotunda  is  a bust  of  Plato  and 
the  other,  near  the  west  wall  is  of 
Homer.  Both  are  copies  of  two  fa- 
mous pieces  of  statuary  excavated 
among  the  ruins  of  the  ancient  city 


Charity  Concert  and  Bail. 

Given  by  members  of  Co.  B,  Second 
Regiment,  W.  N.  G.,  at  the  Armory 
tomorrow  evening,  Oct.  25,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Ladies’  Benevolent 
Society. 

Anon  Orchestra.  Tickets,  $1.00. 
Concert  at  8:30. 


of  Pompeii,  which  are  considered  life- 
like portraits  of  these  great  men  of 
antiquity.  The  busts  were  obtained 
by  Col.  Hicks  in  Naples,  during  his 
travels  in  Europe.  They  are  similar  to 
those  of  the  Italian  building  at  the 
Paris  exposition. 

In  alcoves  in  the  reference  room  of 
the  library  are  two  busts  of  Carrara 
marble,  which  the  donor  ordered  on 
his  return  home.  These  were  cut  by 
Bazanti,  a well  known  sculptor  in 
Florence,  Italy.  One  is  a copy  of  the 
upper  part  of  the  famous  life  sized 
statue  of  Julius  Caeser,  in  the  garb 
of  a Roman  general,  made  during  his 
life  time  and'  now  preserved-  in  the 
Capitoline  museum  at  Rome. 

The  other  is  a bust  of  Napoleon  Bon- 
aparte, from  the  famous  model  made 
by  Canova,  the  Italian  sculptor.  All 
four  busts  are  provided  with  handsome 
pedestals- 
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